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Editorial Reviews 
From Library Journal 

Updated every year, this book immediately distinguishes itself from similar titles with its sheer 1 
and comprehensive coverage. Minasi, CNN's resident computer expert, covers basic tasks such 
disassembling a PC to advanced topics like formatting SCSI devices. This edition includes helpfi 
illustrations of common upgrades a first in the book's 12-year history as well as two CDs (one i: 
long instructional video, and the other contains more than 25 diagnostic tools). The latter are li 
lost or stolen, but the book's text still stands strongly on its own. A more affordable but less in- 
guide is Preston Gralla's How To Expand & Upgrade PCs (Computer Media, U 6/1/01). Minasi's 
highly recommended. 

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
Book Description 

This extensively revised and updated 12th edition of the best-selling guide to PC upgrading and 
maintenance includes updated information on memory, modems, sound boards, disk drives, pri 
problems, operating system upgrades, video capture, digital audio, networking, combo printers 
guides, memory, and more. 

—Written in a friendly, easy-to-follow style, the book provides essential background and concep 
information that teaches readers how computers work. 
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--Loaded with more than 1,600 pages of hardcore information, this is the one book no professic 
student/or serious home user can afford to be without! 
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Basically, PC hardware boils down to three kinds of devices: the central processing unit (CPU) ( 
more and more machines offer multiprocessor capabilities, the CPU's), peripherals (the input, o 
storage devices that the CPU needs in order to do actual work), and in-between devices that I'll 
generically call controllers or adapters. Read the first page 
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10 of 10 people found the following review helpful: 

it&fc&k The most authoritative book I've ever owned or read, March 22, 2002 
Reviewer: And y Kim "couch21" (Madison, WI USA) - See all mv reviews 
I've taken several technical support certification courses, and this was the textbook I used in h< 
them. Mark Minasi is an excellent writer who is able to "dumb down" all the minute details and 
very well the technical jargon of the trade. Minasi is also the writer of several Windows 2000 be 
I've also read, and I've taken a fondness for his ability to start really big and progress quickly ir 
details without ever losing my interest or attention. 

The chapters on hardware installation and introduction to networks are the best written and mc 
authoritative material I've used to learn the subtle aspects of TCP/IP, ethernet, and token/bus i 
topologies. Also, the chapters on computer upgrading and "building a dream computer from scr 



http://ww.amazonxom/gp/produc^^ 2/18/2006 



